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Beginning of the Canal 73 

the extracts given from' Governor Stevens' Report and in my 
letter published in the Pioneer and Democrat, a copy of which 
I herewith transmit to you. 

I am Sir truly and respectfully, 
Your obt. St., 

F. McMULLIN, 
Gov. Ter. Wash. 

P. S. — I have to request that you will present my kindest 
regards to Mrs. Floyd and to remember me kindly to my friends 
and late colleagues from Virginia, and accept for yourself my 
sincere wishes for your welfare and success in the important 
Dept. over which you preside. 

I hope to hear from you at your leisure. F. McM. 



Beginnings of the Canal. 

The following letter is interesting in the light of recent devel- 
opments in the case of the building of a canal from tide water to 
Lake Washington. James Scott was Secretary of the Territory 
from 1870 to 1872. James McNaught afterwards gained a na- 
tional reputation as counsel for the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company. 

Seattle, W. T., Jan. 6th, 1871. 
Dr. J. Scott, Sect. 

Sir: 

I herewith send you articles of incorporation of "The Lake 
Washington Canal Company." Please file them in your office 
and send bill to me and oblige Your obt. servt. 

J. McNAUGHT. 

While the above seems as though it might be the very incep- 
tion of efforts to build the canal, mention should here be made 
of a still earlier effort. John Pike, for whom Pike Street in 
Seattle was named, was the architect and builder of the famous 
old Territorial University building now being used as the tem- 
porary home of the Seattle Public Library. He had a son Harvey 
Pike, who was both enterprising and energetic. About i860 
Harvey Pike began to dig a canal at the "Portage," to connect 
Lake Washington and Lake Union. For many years the evi- 
dence of this beginning could have been seen, but the work 
proved too great and was abandoned. 



